uthor 


John  Ramsey 
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Delta  State  Wear 

From    the    D  S  U    Bookstore 

Shop  at  the  DSU  Bookstore  when  you  visit  Delta  State!!! 

Located  in  the  H.L.  Nowell  Union  Building 

Order  by  Phone:  601/846-4640  or  Fax:  601/846-4643 


DSU  Throw  ($34.95);  Stained  Glass  Candle  ($9.95) 

Candle  Stand  ($6.99);  DSU  Banner  ($4.95);  Umbrella  ($12.95) 

Stadium  Cushion  ($6.95);  Delta  State  Picture  ($35.28); 

Briefcase  ($18.95);  Decal  ($.99);  Stuffed  Animal  ($8.00); 

DSU  Glass  ($4.50);  DSU  Coffee  Mug  ($9.95); 

Sunglass  Strap  ($3.99) 


DSU  Jacket,  fully  lined  ($64.95);  Teddy  Bear  ($12.95); 

Hooded  DSU  Pullover  ($48.50);  Gym  Shorts  ($12.95); 

Fitted  Baseball  Cap  ($12.95);  Camouflage  Cap  ($10.50); 

Green  Hat  ($15.95);  Denim  Cap  ($14.50);  Golf  Shirt  ($34.50) 

Royal  Blue  &  Gold  Windsuit  ($63.00);  Sunglasses  ($1.29) 


Candle  ($12.95);  Houseshoes  ($15.95);  Okra  Banner  ($10.95); 

Ladies  Drawstring  Boxers  ($15.95);  DSU  Cookbook  ($12.00); 

Windsuit  ($35.95);  DSU  Planner  &  Address  Book  ($21.95); 

DSU  Sweatshirt  ($28.95);  DSU  Watch  ($54.55); 

Sports  Bra  ($18.00);  Biking  Shorts  ($18.00) 


DSU  Grey  Fleece  Jacket  ($28.95);  Boxers  ($10.95); 

Jogging  Suit  ($21.90);  Novelty  Gum  Ball  ($7.95); 

Hair  Bow  ($3.98);  Cheerleader  Outfit  ($23.95); 

DSU  Childs  Cap  ($9.95);  Pom-Pom  ($1.20);  Football  ($5.95) 


Harvey  Tackett,  President 
DSU  Alumni  Association 

1997  Alumni  Association 
Board  of  Directors: 

President-Elect 

Mickev  Robinson 

Vice  President 
Jim  Avery 

Secretary 

Robert  Taylor 

Treasurer 
Charles  Holmes 

Past  President 
Donald  Green 

District  I 

Damell  Scott,  Tupelo 

District  II 

Paul  Artmart,  Greenville 

District  III 

Beth  Embrv,  lackson 

District  IV 

Chris  Kelley,  Natchez 

District  V 

Jay  Fletcher,  Paseagoula 

At  Large 

Carol  Pleasants,  Germantaum 

Young  Alumnus  Representative 

Craig  Verhage,  Cleveland 

Accounting  Alumni  Rep 

Harold  Corbin,  Jackson 

Art  Alumni  Representative 

Eddie  Gong,  Cleveland 

Athletic  Alumni  Representative 

Harry  Lott,  Cleveland 

Family  &  Consumer  Science 

Dana  Warrington,  Rulrville 

Golden  Circle  Alumni 

Sue  Thweatt  King,  Cleveland 

Music  Alumni  Association 

Jim  McCutcheon.  Cleveland 

Nursing  Alumni  Association 

Marion  Raines,  Cleveland 

Student  Alumni  Association 

Brook  Balef,  Clarksdale 

Black  Alumni  Association 

Donald  Green,  Clarksdale 

Aviation  Alumni  Association 

Travis  "Chip"  Cooper,  Cleveland 

Presidential  Appointees: 

John  Alexander,  Oxford 

Mark  Williams,  Cleveland 

Ron  Tubertini,  Greenville 


Contents 


Spring 


1997 


New  Alumni  Board  Members 
Delta  State  University's  Alumni  Association  Board  recently  selected  10 
new  members.  They  are,  from  left,  seated,  Robert  Taylor  of  Cleveland, 
Carole  Pleasants  of  Germantown,  Craig  Verhage  of  Cleveland,  and  Paul 
Artman  of  Greenville.  Standing,  from  left,  Harvey  Tackett  of  Greenville, 
John  Alexander  of  Oxford,  Mark  Williams  of  Cleveland,  Ron  Tubertini  of 
Greenville,  Harold  Corbin  of  Ridgeland  and  Harry  Lott  of  Greenville. 


4 

Fromm  Director 

5 

Short  Notes 

6 

Alumni  Notes 

7 

Alumni  on  the  Move 

8 

Foundation  Report 

10 

Sports  Update 

11 

With  The  Classes 

12 

Baby  Statemen 

13 

In  Memorium 

14 

Wedding  Bells 

16 

Upcoming  Events 

S  Copyright,  1997,  Delta  State  University.  Delta  Currents  is  published  three  times  per  year 

by  the  DSU  Alumni  Association  and  the  DSU  Foundation,  Inc.  P.O.  Box  3104,  DSU, 

Cleveland,  MS  38733.  Don  Skelton,  Director;  Vicki  Fioranelli,  Associate  Director;  Felicia 

Applegate,  Assistant  Director.  Photography  by  Bill  Powell;  Design  by  The  Nautilus  Group 

Don  Skelton,  publisher;  Vicki  Fioranelli,  editor;  Felicia  Applegate,  as<t  editor 

Phone:  601/846-1705;  Fax:  601/846-4713;  E-mail  alumni@dsu.deltast.edu. 


Billy  Nowell,  President 
DSU  Foundation,  Inc. 

1997  Foundation 
Board  of  Directors: 

Vice-President 
Ned  A.  Mitchell 

Secretary-Treasurer 
David  Work,  Sr. 

Past  President 
Louis  Baioni 

One-Year  Term 

Dr.  William  Alford 

Jeff  Ross  Capwell 

Ed  Kossmart 

Larry  O.  Lewis 
Frank  W.  Smith,  Jr. 
William  P.  Arnold 
W.  Parks  Johnson 
Jon  S.  Levingston 

Viola  B.  Sanders 
Jeanne  R.  Walker 

Harvey  Tackett 

Two- Year  Term 

John  Aguzzi 

James  W.  "John"  Brewer 

Dr.  Robert  L.  Elliott,  Jr. 

Jerome  "Jerry"  Hafter 

Roger  D.  Malkin 

John  M.  Alexander 

James  "Jim"  Brown 

Caroline  L.  Gaines 

William  "Bill"  Holloway 

Frank  Sibley 

Three-Year  Term 

William  "Bill"  Crump,  III 

Frank  Drennan 

Calvin  Dye 

Jim  Finger 

Donald  Green 

Peter  Jernberg 

Virginia  "Ginger"  Pepper 

Mike  Sanders 

Ron  Tubertini 

George  Walker 
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From  the  Director's  Desk 

Janice  Collins  thoroughly  enjoyed  growing  up  in  the  Mississippi  Delta  and 
especially  attending  Rolling  Fork  High  School.  It  was  there  that  she  devel- 
oped a  "fire"  and  determination  to  succeed,  whether  it  be  in  the  classroom, 
as  a  cheerleader,  or  member  of  the  basketball  team. 

Looking  at  graduation  in  the  spring  of  1952,  Janice  knew  that  she  was  going 
to  college  but  she  didn't  know  where.  It  was  then  that  H.  L.  Nowell  and  O. 
W.  "Wig"  Reily  contacted  her  and  encouraged  her  to  consider  attending 
Delta  State.  Spurred  by  their  interest,  love  of  family  and  the  school's  close- 
ness to  home,  she  entered  DSC  in  the  fall  of  1952.  She  soon  found  that  the 
excitement  generated  by  friends,  activities,  and  education  at  Rolling  Fork 
was  to  be  continued  at  Delta  State. 

Janice  loved  Delta  State  and  the  "col- 
lege life."  When  she  graduated  in  1956 
with  a  degree  in  Business  Education,  she 
had  been  a  cheerleader  for  three  years, 
serving  as  head  cheerleader  her  senior 
year,  chosen  "M"  Club  Sweetheart  and  a 
member  of  the  Homecoming  Court,  and 
named  Miss  Delta  State.  As  she  has  said, 
"it  was  a  good  example  of  what  can  hap- 
pen when  a  student  and  school  are  right 
for  each  other." 

Following  graduation,  Janice  and  new 
husband  Kent  Wyatt  accepted  teaching 
positions  in  Mobile  but  were  soon  to 
return  to  Cleveland  and  Delta  State. 

In  1975,  the  same  year  that  the  school 
was  celebrating  its  50th  anniversary,  Dr. 
Forest  Kent  Wyatt  became  DSU's  fifth 
president  and  Janice  Collins  Wyatt 
became  the  "First  Lady"  of  their  school. 

It  has  been  in  the  role  of  "First  Lady" 
that  Janice  has  proved  ever  an  asset  to  the  university  and  a  valued  partner 
with  the  president.  She  has  effectively  balanced  the  demands  of  being  a 
wife,  mother,  grandmother  and  hostess  with  the  greatest  of  ease. 

The  role  of  "First  Lady"  of  a  university  carries  with  it  many  responsibilities 
and  expectations.  Janice  Wyatt  has  fulfilled  these  expectations  and  responsi- 
bilities by  doing  things  for  Delta  State  the  only  way  she  will  accept:  First 
Class.  Quietly  and  effectively,  she  has  hosted  numerous  campus  events, 
accepted  appointments  to  serve  on  and  chair  campus  special  events  commit- 
tees, and  represented  the  University  with  honor  and  dignity. 

A  tribute  delivered  to  her  at  a  national  meeting  of  the  American 
Association  of  State  Colleges  and  Universities  by  Dr.  Wyatt  was  duplicated 
and  distributed  to  the  Association's  membership  as  a  nationwide  tribute  to 
university  First  Ladies. 

Despite  more  than  two  decades  as  First  Lady,  Janice  Wyatt  maintains  the 
enthusiasm  for  Delta  State  she  displayed  in  the  beginning.  Ever  proud  of 
Delta  State's  progress  and  educational  opportunities,  she  continues  to  serve 
as  its  head  cheerleader  and  as  its  "FIRST  CLASS  FIRST  LADY." 


Janice  Collins  in  1956 


rf.jdf. 


.e-C^^~~ 


Don  Skelton 
Director 


Short  Notes 


Outstanding  Alumni  Nominations 

Each  year  at  homecoming  the  Alumni 
Association  presents  the  Outstanding 
Alumnus  of  the  Year  Award  to  former  stu- 
dents who  have  distinguished  themselves 
with  their  contributions  to  human  or  institu- 
tional programs  in  which  a  situation,  institu 
tion,  or  movement  has  been  improved 
because  of  their  participation. 

As  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association 
you  are  encouraged  to  submit  the  name, 
address,  achievements  and  honors  of  nomi- 


nees  to  the  DSU  Alumni  Office. 


Sports  Hall  of  Fame  Nominations 

Members  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
Athletic  Alumni  are  encouraged  to  forward 
nominations  for  the  DSU  Sports  Hall  of 
Fame  to  SHOF  Selection  Committee  at  the 
Alumni  Office. 

Out-of-State  Tuition  Waiver 

The  out-of-state  tuition  is  waived  for  chil- 
dren of  DSU  alumni.  For  information  call 
the  Recruiting  Office  at  800-468-6378  ext.5. 

Taylor  Joins  Staff 

Marjorie  Akers  Taylor,  "91,  began  April  1, 
1997  as  the  Coordinator  of 
Off-Campus  Programs  for 
Delta  State  University. 

While  a  student  at  DSU, 
Marjorie  served  as  SGA 
President,  Vice  President 
and  President  of  Phi  Mu 
Sorority,  Member  of  ODK 
and  the  DSU  Hall  of  Fame. 

She  resides  in  Cleveland  and  is  married  to 
Robert  Taylor,  Jr. 

Singing  Professor  Writes  Book 

Dr.  Allen  Dennis,  professor  of  History  and 
Chair  of  the  Department  of  History  at  Delta 
State  University,  was  named  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Historical  Society  for  1997-98. 
He  is  the  author /editor  of  five  books  and 
approximately  fifty  scholarly  compilations, 
book  reviews,  and  articles,  and  his  book  on 
Southern  gospel  music  legend  James 
Blackwood  will  be  published  in  May.  He 
and  professor  Herman  Hattaway  of  the 
University  of  Missouri /Kansas  City  are  co- 
authors of  the  The  Civil  War  in  Mississippi, 
which  will  be  published  in  1998. 

Dr.  Dennis  is  known  for  playing  his  guitar 
for  students  in  History  class. 

Mullins  Promoted 
Ann  Margaret  Mullins  began  April  1,  1997 
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is  the  new  director  of  student  financial 
assistance  at  Delta  State. 

^^^^^      She  has  been 

^^k  I  employed  for  ten  years 

■O^-l  at  DSU  in  the  music 
*'  *l  department,  the  depart- 

mJ  ment  of  student  affairs 
■  I  and  in  the  financial  aid 

^rk  office. 

^ Her  husband,  Ken,  is  a 

IPA  with  Jackson  &  Braswell.  They  have 
i  six  year-old  daughter,  Lindsey. 

•ledge  Appointment 
One  of  Delta  State's  proud  financial 
ssistance  officers  is  being  honored  by  the 
Mississippi  Board  of  Institutions  of 
fighter  Learning  in  the  latter  part  of 
Vpril. 

Peggv  Breland  Sledge,  director 
if  student  financial  assistance  at 
)elta  State  University,  has  been 
ppointed  to  the  position  of  stu- 
lent  financial  assistance  director 
vith  the  State  Institutions  of 
figher  Learning  in  Jackson. 
Mrs.  Sledge,  who  has  held  the 
tosition  at  Delta  State  of  director 
if  student  financial  assistance  for 
he  past  four  years,  assumed  her 
lew  post  with  the  IHL  on  April 

Sledge  and  her  husband, 
Vilson,  are  the  parents  of  three 
hildren. 


Nursing  has  been  awarded  full  accredita- 
tion by  the  state  accrediting  body  for 
Schools  of  Nursing, 

Since  the  Master  inception  in  1995,  28 
students  have  graduated,  and  there  are  27 
students  currently  enrolled  with  17  stu- 
dents expected  to  complete  degree 
requirements  in  August,  1997. 

Beginning  this  fall,  the  length  of  the 
MSN  program  will  be  increased  from  12 
to  16  months  with  program  completion  in 
December. 

DSU  Faculty  Honored  for  Classroom 
Technology  Innovations 

Five  Delta  State  University  faculty  mem- 
bers from  diverse  disciplines  have  been 
honored  bv  the  administration  via  the 


'ay  Now  For  College 

.ater 

"he  Mississippi  Prepaid 

affordable  College  Tuition 

'rogram  (MPACT)  is  a  new 

Itate  of  Mississippi  program 

hrough  which  some  of  the 

osts  associated  with  higher 

■ducation  (tuition  and  mandatory  fees) 

nay  be  paid  in  advance  and  fixed  at  a 

juaranteed  level  for  the  duration  of  the 

indergraduate. 

4PACT  was  created  by  the  Mississippi 

legislature,  in  1996.  For  more  informa- 

ion  call  1-800-987-4450. 

i.AVE  a  Yearbook?  Need  a  Yearbook? 
The  alumni  association  often  receives 
equests  for  yearbooks.  If  you  are  miss- 
ng  your  yearbook,  call  and  ask  if  we 
\ave  an  extra  copy. 
If  you  have  one  you  wish  to  donate, 
)lease  also  call:  601-846-4705. 

dA  In  Nursing  Accredited 

The  Delta  State  University  School  of 

Cursing's  Master  of  Science  degree  in 


Delta  State  Faculty  To  Retire 

(Left  to  Right):  Dr.  Barbara  Powell,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Nursing; 

Dr.  Roy  Moore,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Business;  Dr.  Leo  Crook, 

Professor  of  Management  and  Marketing;  Mrs.  Joyce  Kennedy, 

Administrative  Secretan/;  and  Mr.  Phil  Haywood, 

Custodial  Services. 


Phil  Hardin  Foundation  for  their  use  of 
technology  in  classroom  instruction. 

Dr.  Garry  Jennings,  associate  professor 
of  social  science,  received  a  $1,000  award 
for  developing  four  web  sites  for  the  pur- 
poses of  combining  political  science 
courses  with  the  Internet. 

Four  of  Jenning's  colleagues  also 
received  $250  awards  for  their  classroom 
innovations.  Recipients  include:  Dr.  John 
Tiftickjian,  professor  of  biology;  Dr. 
Steven  Moss,  associate  professor  of  man- 
agement; Dr.  Hines  Cronin,  director  of 
field  experience  and  coordinator  of 
teacher  education;  and  Ellen  Gray,  assis- 
tant professor  of  computer  information 
systems  and  office  administration. 


New  Commercial  Aviation  Chair 

Tommy  Slecige,  a  native  of  Cleveland, 
has  been  appointed  department  Chair  in 
Commercial  Aviation.  After  graduating 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi,  Sledge 
joined  the  USAF  and 
served  as  a  Pilot 
Commander  of  the  San 
Antonio  Air  Material 
Center.  He  later  served 
as  aircraft  commander 
for  the  Mississippi  Air 
Guard.  In  1990,  Lt.  Col. 
Sledge  was  called  back  to  active  duty  and 
served  nine  months  in  Desert  Storm,  fly- 
ing missions  all  over  the  world. 

He  has  served  the  last  six  years  as  an 
assistant  professor  of  Commercial 

Aviation  at  DSU.  He  is  married  to 
the  former  Alinda  Capps  and  has 
one  son. 

Professor  Elected  to  Office, 
Presents  Shakespearean  Paper 
John  R.  Ford,  assistant  professor 
of  English,  at  Delta  State  said  he 
was  "flabbergasted  and  honored" 
when  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  South  Central  Renaissance 
Conference  asked  him  to  serve  as 
the  program  chair  for  the  organi- 
zation's 1998  annual  meeting. 

Biology  Professor  Guest 
Lecturer  At  Virginia  Tech 
Dr.  William  A.  Hayes,  Delta 
State  University's  Professor  of 
Biology,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  annual  Diggs  Faculty 
Scholar  Awards  program  at 
Virginia  Polytechnic 
University  in  Blacksburg,  VA. 

His  topic,  "Tending  the 
Garden  of  Minds,"  concerned 
an  exploration  of  how  we  teach  and  why 
we  do  it  the  way  we  do. 

Hayes  said  each  year,  three  faculty  from 
among  all  the  disciplines  at  Virginia  Tech 
are  chosen  to  receive  the  Diggs  Award, 
consisting  of  a  cash  prize  and  other  hon- 
ors during  the  upcoming  year.  Hayes  was 
the  first  scientist  to  be  invited  to  present 
the  keynote  address  at  this  celebration. 

Are  You  A  First? 

Sarah  Lee  Ball  of  Brandon,  formerly  of 
Osyka,  announced  at  the  50-year  Golden 
Circle  Reunion  that  she  was  in  the  first 
freshman  class  ever  at  Delta  State 
Teachers  College  in  1925. 

If  you  were  a  "first,"  please  send  infor- 
mation to  Delta  Currents,  P.O.  Box  3102, 
Cleveland,  MS  38733 
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Maxim  Holcombe 


Alumni  Notes 

"Sketch"  of  a  Life  Well-Lived 
Maxine  Boggan  Holcombe 

Chances  are,  if  you 
knew  Maxine 
Holcombe  very  long, 
you  have  a  sketch 
drawn  quickly  on  a 
napkin  or  scrap  of 
paper  from  her  purse. 
Perhaps  it  is  a  bunny 
or  a  Santa  or  a  child 
with  cheeks  she  made 
blush  by  pressing  her 
thumb  to  her  lips  and 
pressing  lipstick  on 
the  drawing. 

A  native  of  Greenville 
and  a  1932  graduate  of  Delta  State, 
she  taught  art  in  high  school  and  col- 
lege. She  sketched  for  well  known 
magazines  while  living  in  New  York 
and  returned  to  Mississippi  when  her 
husband,  Nathan  House,  became  ill. 

When  you  know  that  the  art 
department  annex  at  Delta  State 
University  is  named  Holcombe- 
Norwood,  you  know  how  many  stu- 
dents were  touched  by  the  art  leg- 
end. 

Although  she  had  no  biological 
children,  scrapbooks  full  of  Mother's 
Day  cards,  letters  of  appreciation, 
and  pictures  of  her  former  students 
and  their  children  were  discovered 
among  her  cherished  belongings. 

At  her  funeral  in  March,  Maxine 
Holcombe  was  remembered  this 
way: 

Art  educator-teaching  students  to 
teach  other  students  with  innovative 
techniques.  She  helped  set  the  stan- 
dard for  how  art  was  taught  in  pub- 
lic schools  and  served  on  many  pres- 
tigious state  and  national  boards  for 
the  arts. 

Church  Lady-She  loved  her  Catholic 
Church  and  attended  mass  almost 
daily,  even  when  cancer  invaded  her 
body.  After  church  she  joined  other 
"church  ladies"  for  coffee  at  the  local 
restaurant  where  she  held  court,  visit- 
ed and  welcomed  strangers  to 
Cleveland. 


Delta  State  Supporter— It  a  DSU  event 
was  held,  Maxine  was  there.  She  fre- 
quently visited  the  alumni  house 
sharing  her  sketches,  pictures, 
poems,  writings  and  memorabilia 
with  the  staff  and  visitors  there. 

Float  Builder  -After  the  death 
of  her  first  husband,  she 
returned  to  Greenville  where 
she  later  married  her  high 
school  sweetheart,  Tom 
Holcombe.  For  many  years 
they  built  award  winning 
floats  for  the  Greenville 
Christmas  Parade.  Any  child 
who  worked  on  a  float,  rode 
in  the  parade. 

Maxine  once  told  a  group  of 
children  to  draw  someone 
they  admired.  One  child  drew 
a  picture  of  God.  Another  child 
remarked  that  nobody  knew  what 
God  looked  like.  The  first  child 
replied,  "They  do  now,  I  just  drew 
him."  Maxine  knows  what  God  looks 
like.  .  .  . 

Lost  Alumni 

The  following  alumni  from  the  Class  of  1947 
are  lost:  Jamie  O'Neal  Holmes,  Alva;  Rubye 
Ethelyn  James,  Springhill;  Willie  Lee  Jones, 
Nashville;  Alma  Lee  Miller,  Moorehead;  Samuel 
R.  Stevens,  Leland. 

The  following  alumni  from  the  Class  of  1937 
are  lost:  Bertha  Wilma  Catchings,  Canton; 
Emma  Sue  Hammond,  Boyle;  Prentiss  C. 
McLaurin,  Doddsville;  Essie  Maude  Parker; 
Edna  Catherine  Skelton;  Frances  Lucille  Ward, 


Kosciusko;  Hilda  May  Bane;  Margaret  E. 
Bennett,  Water  Valley;  George  Olean  Bennett; 
Virginia  Elizabeth  Brown  (Mrs.  Jack  Ramsey), 
Paynes;  Syble  Crumby,  Walthall;  Rubye  Lorene 
Pace;  Birdie  Virginia  Yeager. 
Call  1-800-468-6378,  Extension  6. 

New  Life  Members 

Ben  T.  &  Ann  O.  Bailey,  '64 

Terry  Beckham,  "73 

Lynda  Alldread  Bell,  "71 

Mary  Elizabeth  Moore  Butts,  '87 

Alyse  V.  Clark,  '95 

Marianne  Clark,  '81 

Patricia  Aylward  Farr,  '65 

Charles  "Flip"  Godfrey,  '83 

H.T.  "Bo"  Godfrey,  '57 

E.  Tucker  Gore,  '83 

Chip  &  Lori  Kelly,  '92/92 

Jack  Kyle,  '72 

Louise  S.  Lindsey,  '51 

Roy  Joe  Moon,  '64 

Col.  Thomas  L.  &  Lee  Ann  Moore,  Jr.  '82/71  & 

'83 

Clark  &  Stephanie  Ouzts,  '85/87  '89 

Charles  G.  Pigott,  '79 

William  Quinton,  '96 

Jerry  D.  Sherwood,  '69 

Ronald  &  Lynn  M.  Sleeper,  '77/76 

Carmen  Voorhies  Smith,  '72 

Fred  W.  &  Joy  Morgan  Jefcoat  Spain,  '80 

Harvey  J.  Stansel,  '72 

Col.  Fred  Monroe  Steele,  III  '65 

Donna  H.  Wicks,  '93 

Charles  Austin  &  Monica  Wright  IV,  '93 

Evelyn  Stallings  Carroll,  "52 

Michael  L.  Curry,  "86  &  "94 

Leana  England  '84 

Rebecca  L.  Graham,  '86 

Carol  S.  Manning,  '63 

Homer  Martin  III  '85 

John  Noble  Newton,  '95 

Marvin  Faye  Reid,  '95 

Osborne  J.  (Jay)  and  Shirley  Ray  Turner  '74, 

'73,  & '75 


New  Delta  State  University  Foundation  Board  Members.  Front  row  (left  to  right): 
Frank  Drennan  of  Jackson,  Virginia  "Ginger"  Pepper  of  Cleveland  and  Mike  Sanders  of 
Cleveland.  Back  row  (1  to  rt):  George  Walker  of  Clarksdale,  Peter  Jernberg  of  Jackson, 
Bill  Crump  of  Greenwood,  Jim  Finger  of  Greenville,  Ron  Tubertini  of  Greenville,  Harvey 
Tackett  of  Greenville  and  Donald  Green  of  Clarksdale.  Not  pictured:  Calvin  Dye,  Cleveland. 
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Alumni  On  The  Move 


[ohn  Ramsey  Miller 

Author  John  Ramsey  Miller  "69,  is  a  native  of  the 
Mississippi  Delta  who  lives  in  Concord,  North  Carolina. 
His  career  has  included  stints  as  a  com- 
mercial photographer,  advertising  exec- 
utive and  newspaper  reporter. 

In  1991  he  set  up  a  studio  on  Death 
Row  at  Angola  Prison  and  did  formal 
portraits  of  the  men  there,  all  of  whom 
were  executed.  Those  portraits  were 
published  in  John  Grisham's  magazine, 
The  Oxford  American. 
John  has  a  three  book  contract  with  Bantam  Books  and 
lis  first  novel,  The  Last  Family,  was  published  with  an  ini- 
ial  printing  of  100,000  copies.  It  recently  went  into  its  sec- 
ind  printing  due  to  increased  orders  from  book  sellers. 
John  joined  the  ranks  of  other  best  selling  authors  in 
996  when  he  signed  a  seven  figure,  two-book  contract 
nth  Bantam. 

The  Last  Family  is  also  available  in  books-on-tape  format 
ead  by  Gerald  McRaney.  It  is  being  printed  in  ten  foreign 
anguages  worldwide.  The  paperback,  scheduled  for  a 
raillion-book  printing,  will  be  out  in  July,  1997.  The  Last 
amity  is  scheduled  to  be  made  into  a  television  movie. 


Beth  Henry 

Beth  Henry  "81,  of  Jackson  was  recently  named  one  of 
the  Top  40  business  people  Under  40  in  the  state  by 
Mississippi  Business  journal. 

As  founder  and  president  of  Tempo,  a 
temporary  service  agency,  Beth  gradu- 
ated from  Delta  State  with  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  Business. 

In  1987,  Beth  was  turned  down  by  six 
different  bankers  for  a  loan  to  launch 
Tempo.  Never  one  to  quit,  Beth 
acquired  financing  from  an  individual 
at  20%  interest.  In  two  months,  she  had  paid  off  the  initial 
investor,  and  last  year  Tempo  grossed  over  $2  million. 

"I  still  use  so  much  of  what  my  parents  instilled  in  me 
while  I  was  growing  up,"  Beth  told  the  Mississippi 
Business  Journal,  "Things  like  doing  the  right  thing  and 
treating  people  like  I'd  want  to  be  treated.  Values  are  a 
big  part  of  what  I  do." 

Tempo  also  made  the  Business  Journal's  FAST  40— a  list 
of  the  40  fastest  growing  companies  in  Mississippi. 


Stacey  Hester 

Stacey  Hester  "83,  was  named  the  1996  National  High 
school  Baseball  Coach  of  the  Year  by  the  American 
3aseball  Coaches  Association. 

Hester,  head  coach  at  Class  4A  New 
Hope,  lead  his  team  to  a  43-0  season— a 
national  record  for  wins  by  an  unde- 
feated team— as  well  as  the  4A  state 
championship. 

He  was  also  named  Mississippi's  Coach 
of  the  Year  by  the  Clarion-Ledger. 

Hester  still  can't  believe  the  national 
award.  "It's  something  that's  very  grati- 
ying,"  he  said. 

"The  contributions  I've  made  to  coaching  are  a  direct 
"esult  of  one  man,  Coach  Dave  "Boo"  Ferriss,"  Hester 
added,  "Four  years  of  playing  under  Coach  Ferriss  mold- 
ed me  into  the  coach  that  I  am  today." 

The  American  Baseball  Coaches  Association  has  been 
presenting  awards  for  52  years.  Hester  was  the  only  high 
school  coach  in  the  nation  to  receive  an  award  from  the 
association  in  1997. 


Rodney  Hughes 

To  say  that  Rodney  Hughes  "90,  of  Memphis,  is  versatile 
is  an  understatement.  At  Delta  State,  he  was  a  four-year 
letterman  in  football,  served  as  president  of  the  Student 
Government  Association,  graduated  with  a  degree  in  avi- 
■I  ation  management,  and  signed  a  con- 
tract to  play  professional  football  with 
Canadian  League  Grey  Cup  Champions 
Winnipeg  Blue  Bombers. 

In  1996,  Tennessee  Governor  Don 
Sundquist  announced  the  appointment 
of  Rodney  to  fill  the  position  of  assis- 
tant commissioner  for  small  business, 
entrepreneurship  and  minority  affairs.  Rodney's  top  pri- 
ority is  to  encourage  growth  and  development  of  small 
business  in  Tennessee. 

Rodney  also  owns  Impact  Printing  in  Memphis.  He  is  a 
member  of  DSU's  Hall  of  Fame  and  was  also  designated 
as  an  All-American  Scholar. 


Homecoming  set  for  October  18, 1997  •  Honoring  classes  of  v37,  v47,  v57,  v67,  77,  v87 
"Pig  Pickin'"  Barbeque  set  for  September  13, 1997  (DSU  v.  Arkansas  Tech) 
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CAMPAIGN      FO 


An  Interview  with  University  President, 

Dr.  Kent  Wyatt 

His  Vision  for  the  Future 

Q:  Dr.  Wyatt  under  your  leadership.  Delta  State  ini- 
tiated the  first-ever  campaign  for  private  support 
with  a  goal  of  $5  million  by  the  year  2000.  What 
anticipated  the  need  for  private  support? 
A  117//;  budget  cuts  and  tlx  decline  in  state 
funding  ue  saic  the  need  to  sustain  tlx  quality 
of  education  here  at  Delta  State  and  we  bad  the 
vision  to  turn  to  our  alumni  and  friends  for 
private  support. 

Q  The  Campaign  for  Delta  State:  Changing 
Vision  Into  Reality  is  an  intriguing  title  for  a 
campaign.  What  is  your  vision  for  Delta  State  as  we 
approach  the  next  millennium? 
A  Delta  State  is  dedicated  to  maintaining  excel- 
lence in  education,  growth  in  new  technology: 
and  enhancing  our  reputation  as  a  quality 
institution.  Delta  State  is  better  prepared  for  a 
prosperous  future  than  at  anytime  in  history. 
Q  The  Campaign  addresses  three  areas:  The 
Bologna  Performing  .Arts  Center,  the  Science 
Endowment  and  Faculty  Development  How  has 
each  of  these  areas  benefited  the  students,  faculty, 
and  staff? 

A  First,  tlx  Performing  Arts  Center  provides 
quality  programming  for  Delta  residents  which 
has  far  exceeded  expectations.  It  brings  people  to 
campus,  maybe  prospective  students,  and.  in 
turn,  it  exposes  them  to  educational  enjoyment 
and  culture.  Just  this  morning.  April  9th.  I  read 
an  article  from  the  front  page  of  tlx  Jackson 
paper  reiieuing  La  Boheme  and  the  reactions  of 
a  student,  a  resident,  and  some  of  the  perform- 
ers -  all  tvry  positive.  The  Science  Endowment 
proiides  for  a  symposium,  lab  equipment,  and 
guest  lectures  for  students  and  faculty.  For 
Faculty  Development,  it's  very  important  to  me 
to  give  tlx  faculty  tlx  opportunity  to  upgrade 
their  leaching  skills,  absorb  the  new  knowledge 
in  their  field,  research  and 'enhance  their  profes- 
sion by  attending  workshops  and  obtaining 
equipment  for  that  research. 
Q:  Are  there  other  areas  of  the  University  where  pri- 
vate support  is  needed? 
A.  All  areas  of  the  University  benefit  from  private 


support:  academics,  faculty  development,  schol- 
arships, and  technology. 
Q:  The  Campaign  has  received  substantial  gifts 
from  non-alumni.  Why  do  you  think  non-alumni 
are  participating  at  such  a  high  level? 
A:  They  definitely  appreciate  the  University,  it's 
an  endorsement  of  tlx  University  and  it's  an 
endorsement  of  the  professional  reputation  of 
Delta  State.  Delta  State  University  has  touched 
many  lives  in  very  positive  ways. 
Q:  What  was  your  first  experience  with  asking 
someone  for  a  gift  to  Delta  State? 
A:  Tlx  first  major  gift  I  asked  for  was  to  build  tlx 
University's  chapel.  I  called  Mrs.  Walter  Sillers 
one  day  to  ask  her  who  I  should  con  tact  for 
financial  help  with  this  special  need  and  after  I 
explained  my  mission  in  respect  for  tlx  Univer- 
sity, she  offered  to  make  the  donation.  It  was  very 
heartwarming  and  encouraging. 
Q:  Oseola  McCarty  received  national  attention  for 
her  gift  to  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Has  Delta  State  received  gifts  from  individuals  like 
Miss  McCarty? 

A:  /  look  on  Miss  McCarty's  gift  as  a  gift  from  the 
heart  to  benefit  young  people  undue  have  had 
similar  gifts  from  Mrs.  Sillers.  Carol  Brumby. 
who  was  a  long-time  geography  teacher  here  at 
Delta  State,  and  Marine  Holcombe.  Vlxitis 
interesting  is  that  these  people  donated  to  this 
uuiieryityfor  tlx  pure  enjoyment  and  tlx  great 
satisfaction  of  doing  so.  None  oftlxse  donors  I 
mentioned  had  children  who  attended  Delta 
State;  they  just  wanted  to  give. 
Q:  Is  there  anything  else  you  want  our  readers  to 
know  about  The  Campaign  for  Delta  State? 
A:  Even  though  we've  surpassed  our  goal  and 
reached  S6. 1  million  so  far.  time  are  always 
needs.  There  are  many  ways  our  alumni  and 
friends  help  us  address  these  needs  through 
donations  of  cash,  fine  art.  appreciated  stocks, 
property,  and  by  naming  Delta  State  I  iiiversity 


in  their  wills. 


I  want  to  think  all  tlx  supporters  of  tlx 
I  uiversity  who  are  helping  maintain  its  excel- 
lence in  educational  opportunities  for  students 
of  our  Mississippi  region. 


Delta  State  President.  Dr.  Kent  Wyatt  56. 
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Deposit  Guaranty  Encourages 
Entrepreneurial  Spirit 

Mr  Jim  Moore.  Senior  Vice 
President  for  Deposit  Guaranty 
National  Bank,  announced  a 
$25,000  gift  to  support  the  B.F. 
Smith  Chair  of  Economic 
Development.  The  Deposit 
Guaranty  gift  will  fund  the  "B.F. 
Smith  Outstanding  Entrepreneur 
Award".  The  entrepreneur  award 
will  be  given  to  a  junior  in  the 
School  of  Business  who  exempli- 
fies entrepreneurial  spirit.  Dr.  Mike 
Thompson,  holder  of  the  B.F. 
Smith  Chair,  said  the  Deposit 
Guaranty  scholarship  "will  enable 
a  highly  motivated  student  to 
expand  his  knowledge  and  entre- 
preneurial spirit". 

Or.  Thrash  Establishes  New  Scholarship 

Dr.  Patricia  Thrash  '50  has  estab- 
lished a  scholarship  in  memory  of 
her  mother.  Weaver  Betts  Cotton,  a 
long-time  resident  of  Boyle,  Missis- 
sippi. An  honor  graduate  of  Boyle 
High  School,  the  late  Ms.  Cotton 
demonstrated  throughout  her  life  a 
keen  interest  in  books  and  people. 
During  the  Great  Depression,  she 
established  a  WPA  town  library 
and  recreation  center  in  Boyle.  For 
fifteen  years  she  was  a  ward  clerk 
at  Bolivar  Countv  Hospital. 

The  Weaver  Betts  Cotton  Scholar- 
ship is  a  $500  cash  award  given  to 
a  junior  or  senior  woman  student 
who  is  majoring  in  English  and 
demonstrates  excellence  in  schol- 
arship, citizenship,  and  character. 
If  the  scholarship  is  awarded  to  a 
junior  woman  student,  the  recipi- 


Dr.  II  villi  dial  Mr  Jim  Moore,  Sr.  I  ice  President  of  Deposit  Guaranty: 

ent  also  may  receive  the  scholar- 
ship for  her  senior  year  by  contin- 
uing to  meet  selection  criteria. 

Dr.  Thrash,  who  received  Cassity 
and  Gooch  Scholarships  at  Delta 
State,  was  the  first  in  her  family  to 
graduate  from  college.  Dr.  Thrash 
established  the  Weaver  Betts 
Cotton  Scholarship  "to  give  a 
deserving  student  the  opportunity 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  Delta 
State  education". 


Robert  E.  Smith  Establishes  Two  New 
Scholarships 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Smith  of  Cleveland 
has  created  an  endowment  to  pro- 
vide two  annual  $1,000  scholar- 
ships at  Delta  State  University.  The 
Mississippi  United  Methodist 
Foundation,  Inc.  will  serve  as  a 
trustee  for  this  endowment.  The 
Robert  E.  Smith  Educational 
Scholarships  are  given  to  encour- 
age and  assist  worthy  students  to 
attend  Delta  State  and  are  to  be 
coordinated  between  the  offices  of 
the  president  and  the  director  of 
the  DSU  Foundation. 


(left  to  right)  Mr.  Robert  Smith  presents  Ruth  Ann 
Lopez.  DSl  nursing  student,  the  first  Robert  E. 
Smith  Educational  Scholarship.  They  are  joined  by 
I  niversity  President.  Dr.  Kent  Wyall. 

In  making  his  gift,  Mr.  Smith  stat- 
ed, "my  desire  in  providing  these 
scholarships  is  to  help  young  peo- 
ple fulfill  their  educational  goals 
and  become  productive  citizens." 
Mr.  Smith  also  hopes  his  gift  stimu- 
lates friends  and  alumni  of  the 
University  to  perform  similar  acts 
of  generosity. 


Dr.  Patricia  Tlmish.  Class  of  1950. 


Sports  Update 


Statesmen,  Lady  Statesmen  Garner 
Post-Season  Honors 

Fresh  off  outstanding  seasons,  the  men's 
and  women's  basketball  teams  each 
placed  two  players  on  the  GSC  All- 
Conference  team,  with  Chris  Sykes  earn- 
ing Plaver  of  the  Year  honors. 

Two-time  Kodak  All- American  Stacy 
Johnson,  a  senior  from  Oxford,  and  Trina 
Davis, 
two  Lady 
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1997  DELTA  STATE 
FOOTBALL  SCHEDULE 
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Sept.27 
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Oct.  25 
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STEPHEN  F.  AUSTIN  U. 
ARKANSAS  TECH  U. 

V.Z  CENTRA  ARKANSAS 
SOUTHERN  ARKANSAS  V. 
HENDERSON  STATE  U. 
U    OF  NORTH  ALABAMA 
U    OF  WEST  GEORGIA 

Valdosta  State  U. 

U    OF  WEST  ALABAMA 
U    OF  ARK.-MONTICELLO 


Marilyn  Truly  was  named  Most  Valuable 
Swimmer  in  the  conference;  twelve 
women  and  nine  men  were  named  All- 
Conference  (Truly,  Maggie  Williams, 
Mandy  Lee,  Lacey  Smith,  Jamey  Ashford, 
Jennifer  Tomlinson,  Tracy  Hubick, 
Stephanie  Brennan,  Charlene  Griffin, 
Kember  Gempler,  Melanie  Blansett, 
Quana  Aguirre,  William  Wilkes,  Mickey 
Butler,  Andy  Deeks,  Bryan  Beard,  Trey 
LaBella,  Brian  Churchin,  Jimmy  Cochran, 
Step  Roberts  and  Richard  Blow;  four 
swimmers  (LaBella,  Wilkes,  Deeks  and 
Butler)  qualified  for  the 
NCAA  National  Swim 

»  Championships.  The  four 
members  of  the  men's  200 
I  free  relay  team,  LaBella, 
Deeks,  Wilkes  and  Butler, 
1  were  named  to  the  1997  All- 
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America  Swim  Team  with 
LaBella  also  being  named  to 
NCAA  Academic  All- 
I  American. 
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Pig  Pickin 
Homecoming 
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Statesmen  honored  by  the  Gulf  South 
Conference.  Johnson  was  named  for  the 
third  time,  having  been  named  Player  of 
the  Year  in  1996  and  Freshman  of  the  Year 
in  1994.  Davis,  the  1997  GSC  Tournament 
MVP  was  named  All-GSC  for  the  first 
time. 

For  the  Statesmen,  Twentis  Magee  was 
named  to  the  All-GSC  team  for  the  sec- 
ond consecutive  year.  A  junior  from 
Franklinton,  La.,  Magee  is  joined  on  this 
year's  team  by  Chris  Sykes,  a  sophomore 
from  Aberdeen,  while  Carlos  Kelly,  a 
senior  guard  from  Little  Rock,  Ark.  was 
named  to  the  All-Academic  squad. 

Swim  Team  Enjoys  Outstanding  Season 
The  Delta  State  University  Swim  Team 

enjoyed  what  is  probably  its  best  season 

in  the  school  history. 
While  the  DSU  women  were  winning 

the  NS1SL  conference  championship,  the 

men  accumulated  the  highest  point  total 

ever  in  finishing  third  at  the  conference 

swim  meet. 
To  compliment  the  teams'  success, 


Bridges  Wins  FCA  Honor 
Delta  State  Men's  Tennis 
I  Coach  Ray  Bridges  ('71) 
'  was  honored  as  the  recipi- 
I  ent  of  the  1996-97  David 
■  "Boo"  Ferriss  Influence 
1  Award  given  annually  for 
the  most  exemplary 
Christian  character 
demonstrated  in  coach- 
ing in  the  FCA  huddle. 

Hitchcock  to  Guide  Miss.  Team 

Neil  Hitchcock  (75),  a  former  DSU  All- 
Conference  performer  and  currently  foot- 
ball coach  at  Grenada,  has  been  named  as 
the  head  coach  of  the  Mississippi  Football 
All-Stars  which  will  play  the 
Alabama  All-Stars  this  sum- 
mer in  Mobile's  Ladd 
Stadium. 

Downs,  Ferretti  Lead  All- 
Stars 

Paul  Downs  ('68)  and  Hugh 
Ferretti  ('71),  football  coaches 
at  Cleveland  High  School, 
have  been  chosen  to  head  the 
coaching  staff  for  the  North 
Team  for  the  1997  Mississippi 
Association  of  Coaches  All-Star  Game  to 
be  played  in  Jackson  this  summer.  Downs 
will  serve  as  the  head  coach  while  Ferretti 
will  have  responsibility  as  his  top  assis- 
tant. 

Basketball  Champs! 
The  DSU  men's  and  women's  basketball 
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teams  won  their  respective  GSC  tourna- 
ments, earning  automatic  trips  to  the 
NCAA  South  Regionals.  It  was  the  first 
time  in  GSC  history  that  both  men  and 
women's  teams  from  the  same  school 
have  accomplished  the  feat. 

The  Lady  Statesmen,  defeating  Valdosta 
State  76-53,  won  their  third  consecutive 
conference  crown  and  their  seventh  GSC 
championship  in  school  history.  In  region 
play,  the  ladies  rolled  over  Kentucky 
State  and  Fort  Valley  State  to  capture 
their  eighth  NCAA  II  regional  champi- 
onship and  earn  a  trip  to  the  Elite  Eight 
national  tournament  in  Grand  Forks, 
N.D.  With  a  loss  to  Southern 
Indiana,  the  Lady  Statesmen  ended  their 
season  with  a  25-6  record. 

The  Delta  State  men  guaranteed  them- 
selves a  spot  in  the  NCAA 
48-team  field  by  defeating  West  Georgia 
75-70  to  win  their  fourth  GSC  champi- 
onship and  earn  their  third  trip  to  the 
South  Regional  in  the  past  five  years. 
Following  an  opening  round  win  over 
Albany  State,  the  Statesmen  suffered  a 
one-point  loss  to  top-seeded  Alabama 
A&M.  The  loss  ended  a  most  successful 
27-7  season. 

Conference  Coaches  of  the  Year 

Four  DSU  Coaches  received  Conference 
Coach  of  the  Year  Awards.  Mike  Kinnison 
was  named  GSC  Baseball  Coach  of  the 
year  after  leading  the  Statesmen  to  a  33- 
19  mark;  John  Garris  GSC  Women's 
Softball  Coach  of  the  year;  swim  coach 
Ronnie  Mayers  was  named  Women's 
Coach  of  the  Year;  and  Statesmen 
Basketball  Coach,  Steve  Rives,  was 
named  NCAA  South  Region  ami  GSC 
Coach  of  the  Year. 


Sports  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet 

(L  to  R  Standing):  Linda  Haney,  Ath.  Alumni 
Appreciation  Award;  Dr.  Frank  Young,  Lawrence 
Stewart  Ath.  Service  Award;  Barry  Lyons, 
Inductee;  Doug  Taylor,  Inductee;  Joe  MeMelfi, 
Inductee;  Parks  Johnson,  Distinguished  Statesman 
Award;  Harry  Lott,  president  Athletic  Alumni 
Assn.  (Seated  L  to  R):  John  "Bubba"  McBrain, 
Inductee;  and  Chester  Norris,  Inductee. 


With  The  Classes 

1920's 

Dr.  Dorothy  Rice,  '29,  of  Little  Rock  was 
honored  as  a  distinguished  alumna  of  the 
Little  Rock  Alumni  Chapter. 
1930's 

Edward  Lowe,   34  of  Coffeeville  was 
inducted  (posthumously)  into  the 
Mississippi  Association  of  Vocational  Ag 
Teachers  Hall  of  Fame. 
1940's 

Al  Oubre,'47,  of  Meridian,  recently 
retired  after  29  years  as  dean  of  students 
at  Grayson  Junior  College  in  Denison,  TX. 
1950's 

Bryce  Griffis,'54,  of  Starkville,  was  pre- 
sented the  Distinguished  Alumnus 
Award  by  the  Starkville  Alumni  Chapter. 
Dr.  Kent  Wyatt,'56,  was  elected  King  of 
Charity  Ball  sponsored  by  Cleveland 
Junior  Auxiliary. 

Charles  Jobe,  '59,  retired  from  Northeast 
Community  College  and  moved  to 
Brandon. 

Mrs.  Nell  Land  Willams,  "58,  of 
Cleveland  was  selected  Outstanding 
Family  and  Consumer  Science  Alumna  of 
the  Year  at  Delta  State  University. 
Mary  Ellen  Holloway,  "55,  was  honored 
bv  the  Mississippi  Legislature  by  being 
selected  HEADWAE  (Higher  Education 
Appreciation  Day,  Working  for  Academic 
Excellence)  representative  from 
Mississippi  Delta  Community  College. 
Linda  E.  Lewis  of  Kosciusko  received  the 
same  award  for  Holmes  Community 
College. 

Ferrell  Lunceford,  "56,  retired  from 
Northwest  Community  College  after 
working  17  years  as  assistant  or  as  head 
band  director. 
1960's 

F.  E.  Allegrezza,  '61,  has  been  named 
Headmaster  at  Bayou  Academy  in 
Cleveland. 

Jonny  V.  Antoline/62,  of  Howley,  Texas, 
became  a  CPA  partner  with  Davis  Kinard 
Firm  in  Abilene,  Texas. 
Major  General  Al  Hopkins,'63,  of 
Gulfport  was  appointed  to  a  six  year  term 
as  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Military 
Appeals  for  Mississippi. 
"Pete"  Walter  Peden,'63,  general  manag- 
er of  Cable  TV.  Systems  in  Cleveland, 
Marks,  Lambert,  and  Yazoo  City  received 
the  Dunn  Award  for  outstanding  contri- 
butions to  the  cable  industry. 
Anne  Taylor  Topolinski,'63,  of 
Pensacola,  FL  has  had  a  painting  accept- 
ed into  the  New  Orleans  Art  Association 
National  Juried  Exhibition.  She  has  also 
exhibited  in  Pensacola  and  Foley,  AL. 
Betty  Jo  Abraham,'64,  is  pursuing  a  mas- 
ters degree  in  storytelling  at  East 


Tennessee  State  University  in  Johnson 
City,  TN. 

Franklin  W.  Jones, '65,  recently  retired  as 
human  resource  manager  with  the  Army 
and  Air  Force  and  started  a  new  business 
as  a  knife  maker. 

Curtis  Dale  Turner,'66,  of  Montgomery, 
AL,  retired  from  FDIC  as  a  bank  examin- 
er and  he  and  his  wife  own  Elaine's 
Creations. 

Bobby  G.  Bruckner,'66,  formerly  of 
Drew,  is  director  of  payload  processing  at 
the  National  Aeronautics  and  Space 
Administrator's  Kennedy  Space  Center  in 
Florida. 

James  M.  Saxon, '66,  is  principal  of 
Grenada  Elementary  School,  and  his  wife 
Sarah  Saxon,'66,  is  an  administrative 
assistant  at  the  central  school  district. 
Mary  Street  Toler  Williams,  '67,  current- 
ly teaches  third  grade  at  Highland  Oaks 
in  Germantown,  TN. 
Judy  Morgan, '69,  a  26  year  basketball 
coach  at  Quitman  High  School  coached 
her  team  to  the  state  basketball  playoffs. 

Donna  Dye,  '70,  director  of  the  Old 
Capitol  Museum  in  Jackson,  reports  the 
opening  of  a  new  permanent  exhibit  enti- 
tled "Mississippi  1500-1800." 
Marilyn  Mason  Burnside,'70,  is  elemen- 
tary principal  at  Magnolia  Heights  School 
in  Senatobia. 

Toni  Bassie  Canon,  '70,  formerly  of 
Gunnison,  has  been  named  manager  of 
Clayton  Farm  Supply  in  Tunica. 
Julia  Stevenson  Russell, '71,  was  promot- 
ed to  visual  and  performing  arts  special- 
ist for  Memphis  City  Schools  and  was 
named  Tennessee  "Art  Educator  of  the 
Year"  for  1997. 

Maurice  Lucas, '71,  mayor  of  Renova  has 
been  elected  president  of  Cleveland/ 
Bolivar  County  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Julia  Simmons,  '71,  was  named  "Teacher 
of  the  Year"  at  Ormond  Beach  Middle 
School  in  Ormond  Beach,  FL. 
William  LaForge,'72,  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  was  awarded  the  national  interfra- 
ternitv  conference  silver  medal  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  NIC  and  the 
Association  of  Fraternity  Advisors. 
Chris  Butler,'72,  was  elected  to  the 
Wilburton  City  Council  in  Wilburton,  OK. 
Bill  Myers,'72,  preparator  for  the  Walter 
Anderson  Museum  of  Art,  has  several 
pieces  of  mixed  media  sculpture  on  dis- 
play in  the  third  annual  New  York 
International  Contemporary  Art 
Competition. 

Dr.  Evelyn  Sanford  Johnson, '72,  of 
Starkville  has  been  named  North  West 
District  Program  Director  of  Family  and 
Youth  with  Mississippi  Extension  Service. 
Jessye  Whitis,  '73,  who  teaches  at  the 
University  of  Mary  Hadin  Baylor  in 


Belton,  TX,  recently  had  four  of  her  piano 
duets  published  by  the  Piano  Teachers 
Press  in  Portland,  Maine. 
Peggy  B.  Sledge,  '73,  has  been  named 
director  of  State  Student  Financial 
Assistance  in  Mississippi. 
Paul  Ervin,'74,  has  been  named  headmas- 
ter of  Central  Delta  Academy  in 
Inverness. 

Calvin  Green, '74,  has  been  named 
administrator  of  Crosby  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Troy,  AL. 
C.  David  Shumake,  '75,  has  been  named 
Principal  of  Pope  High  School. 
Mack  Allen  Smith, '76,  of  Greenwood, 
recently  published  "Honkv-Tonk  Addict", 
a  book  about  life  in  nightclubs. 
Lucy  Hilda  Ferron,'76  ,is  education  direc- 
tor for  Mississippi  Educational 
Television's  statewide  interactive  video 
network. 

Maurice  Smith, '76,  is  serving  as  North 
Bolivar  School  District  superintendent. 
Dorothy  Dunn, '77,  was  named  director 
of  the  Tunica  County  Vocational  Technical 
Center. 

Bruce  Calcote,'77,  has  been  named  presi- 
dent of  the  Scott  Division  of  Citizens 
State  Bank. 

Maxine  Harper,'78,  of  Greenwood, 
recently  published  "Daffodils  in  the 
Snow",  a  weekly  Bible  study. 
Tom  Ray,'78,  of  Greenville,  has  begun  a 
new  business,  HomeSouth  Mortgage,  and 
hopes  to  open  offices  soon  in  Cleveland, 
Indianola,  Clarksdale,  and  Greenwood. 
Cliff  Canoy,'79,  was  selected  to  com- 
mand 2nd  ordnance  training  base  at 
Camp  Shebly  and  promoted  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel. 
Ann  Bassi  Minyard,'79,  of  Flower 
Mound,  TX,  is  the  product  manager  in 
World  Wide  Marketing  for  Abbot  Labs. 
Cheryl  Carr,  '74,  has  been  named  the 
1996-97  "Outstanding  Business  Educator 
of  the  Year"  by  the  Mississippi  Business 
Education  Association. 
Billy  Ray  Harber,  "72,  headmaster  of 
Benton  Academy,  was  named 
Distinguished  DSU  Alumnus  bv  the 
Yazoo  Alumni  Chapter. 
1980's 

Libby  Swain, '80,  of  Niceville,  FL,  was 
voted  "teacher  of  the  year"  for  1997  by 
the  faculty  at  Meigs  Middle  School  in 
Shalimar,  FL. 

Jackie  Barnes,'81,  of  Cleveland,  is  a 
licensed  nurse  practioner  at  Family 
Medical  Clinic.  Barnes  was  a  member  of 
Delta  State's  first  nursing  class  and  the 
second  nurse  practioner  class. 
Robert  K.  Dixon, '81,  has  been  appointed 
director  of  Capacity  Development  in 
Madisonville,  KY. 

Mark  Hargett,'82,  recently  accepted  a 
new  position  with  Planters  Bank  &  Trust 
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Company  as  \-ice  president  of  the  newly 
created  Planters  Bank  Loan  Production 
office  in  Cleveland. 

Glenn  Davis, 'S2,  has  accepted  a  position 
with  Mississippi  State  University  as  a 
football  coach. 

Ceila  Aguzzi  Ryals,  '82,  of  Grenada  was 
presented  a  service  award  bv  the  Grenada 
Alumni  Association. 

Steven  A.  Brown,'83,  of  Pensacola  Beach, 
FL,  is  the  men's  varsity  basketball  coach 
at  Escambia  High  School. 
Georgia  Toliver,'S3,  works  with  social 
services  in  Tunica  as  an  outreach  worker. 
Chris  Burgess, '83,  executive  vice  presi- 
dent of  Merchants  &  Farmers  Bank, 
Kosciusko,  MS,  was  named  to  the  "Top  40 
Under  40"  by  the  Mississippi  Business 
Journal. 

Tucker  Gore, '83,  a  Greenville  native, 
joined  district  attorney  Frank  Carlton's 
staff  in  Greenville. 

David  Lambert,  '83,  formely  of  McComb 
and  curator  of  Bryant  Galleries  exhibited 
his  paintings  on  plywood  at  Bryant 
Galleries. 

Bobby  Coleman,'S3,  of  Starkville,  was 
presented  a  service  award  by  the 
Starkville  Alumni  Association. 
Harry  Tarsi,'85,  accepted  a  position  in 
sales  with  Quality  Steel  of  Cleveland. 
Brenda  Mitchell/85,  formerly  of 
Merigold,  recently  released  a  one  hour 
music  video  /documentary,  "Delta  Blues  - 
the  Last  of  the  Living  Traditional 
Mississippi  Bluesman:.  She  is  co-owner  of 
Shacktown  Studios  in  GreemUle. 
Marjorie  Akers  Taylor,'85,  has  been 
named  coordinator  of  off-campus  pro- 
grams at  Delta  State. 
Sarah  Hodneft  Brooks,'85,  practices  law 
and  is  municipal  court  judge  in  Rolling 
Fork. 

Key  Reifers,'85,  a  longtime  manager  of 
Big  D  Computers  in  Greenville,  and 
native  of  Greenwood,  has  bought  the 
computer  division  of  Big  D,  Inc.,  and  is 
now  operating  it  as  Key  Solutions,  Inc. 
Joseph  E.  Ray,'85,  was  named  outstand- 
ing teacher  in  Broward  County,  FL. 
Charlie  Pleas  III, '86,  accepted  a  job  as 
director  of  general  accounting  with 
Autozone  Inc.,  of  Memphis. 
Arnold  Higginbotham,'86,  has  been 
selected  as  a  flight  officer  with  Delta 
Airlines  in  Gahanna,  OH. 
David  Holly,'86,  a  Greenwood  native,  has 
been  appointed  attorney  for  the  Carroll 
County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Kenneth  M.  Purvis,'87,  has  been  promot- 
ed to  assistant  vice  president  at  Trustmark 
National  Bank  in  Hernando. 
Glenn  Miller,  '87,  formely  of  Cleveland  is 
a  program  cost  analyst  at  Corinth 
Manufacturing  Co. 

Rhonda  Murrah  Landrum,'88,  has  been 
named  1997  "Young  Careerist"  by  the 


Clarksdale/Coahoma  County  Business 
and  Professional  Women. 
Lisa  E.  Sayle,'S8,  of  Horn  Lake  recently 
received  a  master  of  arts  in  teaching 
degree  from  the  University  of  Memphis. 
Felicia  Shepherd,'88,  was  recently  named 
"Examiner  of  the  Year"  by  the  National 
Credit  Union  Administration. 
Terri  Paige  Weeks  Riley,  '88,  of  Merigold 
has  accepted  a  job  with  Commonwealth 
Insurance  as  marketing  coordinator. 
Paula  Fuqua  Thompson,  88,  has  accepted 
a  position  at  Kings  Daughters  Hospital  in 
Greenville  as  technology  director. 
Carol  A.  Laster,'89,  is  administrator  of  the 
alternative  school  district  in  Senatobia. 
Fredia  Prescoft,'89,  has  been  appointed 
director  of  nurses  with  the  Bolivar 
Counts'  Hospital  in  Cleveland. 
Paul  Blair,'89,  is  working  at  GT  Physical 
Therapy  and  Rehabilitation  as  director  of 
occupational  therapy  in  Louisville. 
Rodnev  Woodard  Henderson,  89,  of 
Cleveland  is  chief  scheduler  with  the 
Thermos  Company  in  Batesville. 
Ashley  Eaves  Zepponi,  '87,  of  Leland, 
was  the  recipient  of  the  MS  Business 
Education  Association  Award  at  DSU. 
1990's 

Teresa  Rossi,  '90,  is  the  recipient  of  the 
William  B.  Hollowav  graduate  accounting 
scholarship. 

Rhonda  Roark  Bagby,'90,  recently  accept- 
ed a  position  as  director  of  finance  for 
United  HealthCare  of  Mississippi,  and 
Arkansas,  Inc. 

Carol  Ann  Drane,'90,  was  named  1996 
"Outstanding  Teacher"  in  Jackson  metro 
area  by  the  Jackson  Metro  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Lee  Dogan  Murphy,'90,  of  Scobev,  has 
been  promoted  to  audit  manager  with 
Home  CPA  group. 
Amy  Johnston  Bryant/95  &  "96,  of 
Cleveland,  was  named  new  teacher  of  the 
vear  at  New  Hope  Sullivan  Elementary  in 
Southhaven. 

Kelly  Mims/91,  a  fifth  grade  math 
teacher  at  Sullivan  Elementary  school  in 
Southaven,  has  been  chosen  "DeSoto 
County  Teacher  of  the  Year"  for  1996. 
Tonya  Klauser,'91,  has  been  named  assis- 
tant vice  president  at  Trustmark  National 
Bank  in  Jackson  in  the  accounting  depart- 
ment. 

DeAnna  Tutor  Booth/91 ,  of  Pontotoc, 
was  recently  honored  as  the  1996 
"Teacher  of  the  Year"  for  the  Cherokee 
Indian  Reservation  Schools  in  Cherokee, 
North  Carolina. 

Jack  "Chip"  Hart/91,  of  Jackson,  has 
accepted  the  position  of  flight  engineer  on 
a  747  with  Express  One. 
Doug  Scarbrough,'92,  keyboard /vocalist 
and  composer  from  Merigold,  has 
released  a  debut  CD  "Child's  Play"  which 
is  a  collection  of  12  original  adult  contem- 


porary rock  songs  he  composed. 
Charles  "Chuck"  Travis/92,  was  recently 
named  the  1996  Ag  Pilot  of  the  Year  for 
the  state  of  Mississippi  at  the  Mississippi 
Aerial  Applicators  Convention  in  Biloxi, 
MS. 

Jeff  Posey/93,  of  Brookhaven,  is  serving 
in  his  third  vear  as  coordinator  of  adult 
education  at  Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
College,  and  owns  Impressions  Catering 
Service. 

Wyaft  Rives/93,  formerly  of  Yazoo  City, 
has  been  commissioned  as  2nd  Lt.  in  Air 
National  Guard  as  state  public  affairs  offi- 
cer in  Jackson.  He  also  works  for  the 
Mississippi  Eye  and  Tissue  Bank. 
Robert  Byrd/94,  is  a  corporate  analyst 
with  Alltell,  a  telecommunication  compa- 
ny which  is  a  fortune  500  company  with 
headquarters  in  Little  Rock. 
Kristi  Hamilton/95,  of  Richland,  is  work- 
ing for  Chaps  Ralph  Lauren  as  a  mer- 
chandise coordinator  for  McRae's  and 
Dillard's  in  MS  and  LA. 
Kara  Leigh  Aldy/95,  was  recently  select- 
ed for  membership  in  the  Mississippi 
State  University  chapter  of  Kappa  Delta 
Pi,  the  top  national  scholastic  honorary 
society  for  education  majors. 
Kerri  Nobile,'95,  will  graduate  with  a 
master's  degree  in  speech  therapy  at  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in 
August. 

Jason  Thompson/95,  is  the  head  baseball 
coach  at  Washington  School  in  Greenville. 
Robert  Brown,  '95,  formely  of  Skene  is 
the  manager  of  Waffle  House  in 
Murfreesboro,  TN. 
Charisse  Stratton,'96,  was  recently 
employed  by  Baxter  Healthcare  as  a  staff 
chemist. 

Dr.  William  H.  Wilson/96,  director  of 
DSU  Audio  Visual  Department  received 
an  award  from  the  Cleveland  Heritage 
Commission  for  his  video/'Cleveland,  a 
20th  Century  Community" 
Lynn  Hansel,'96,is  employed  at  Southern 
Farm  Bureau  Casualty  in  Jackson. 
Andy  McWilliams,  "91,  of  Compton,  AR 
has  published  articles  recently  in  Biker 
and  Easy  Rider  magazines. 
Tammi  Taylor,  '93,  a  senior  dental  stu- 
dent at  University  of  Mississippi  Medical 
Center  received  the  Pierre  Fauchard 
Academy  Scholarship  based  on  leader- 
ship qualities  as  a  student  and  potential 
leadership  in  the  profession. 
Valerie  Kendrick,  "95,  is  a  flight  attendant 
for  Delta  Airlines  and  is  based  in 
Florence,  KY. 

Dameon  Shaw,  '97,  of  Shaw,  and  William 
Cummings,  "76,  of  Cleveland  attended 
the  Presidents  Summit  for  America's 
Future,  a  national  conference  of  youth. 
Five  U.S.  Presidents  and  Colin  Powell 
also  attended. 
Todd  Kimble,  '92,  has  been  named  head 
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basketball  coach  at  Holmes  Community 
College. 

Jason  C.  McCoy,  '95,  recently  received  his 
commission  as  a  naval  officer  after  com- 
pleting Officer  Candidate  School  in 
Pensacola,  FL. 

John  Fletcher,  "91,  recently  passed  the 
Louisiana  Bar  Exam.  He  is  an  attorney  at 
Adams  &  Reese,  L.L.P.  in  New  Orleans. 
Elizabeth  Horton,  "90,  is  a  first  year  law 
student  at  Ole  Miss. 

Grace  Greever  McCarthy,  "92,  is  director 
of  arts  education  with  the  Arts  Council  of 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina. 
Edward  Kossman,  "94,  of  Cleveland,  has 
been  promoted  to  sales  manager  with 
Kossman's  Dealerships. 
Misty  Boyd,  '95,  is  a  speech  pathologist 
in  Long  View  Texas. 

Baby  Statesmen 

James  Partick  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Pickle 

(Tiffany  Mann  '95)  on  September  30, 1996 

in  Greenville. 

Mark  Hunter  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark 

McDill  (Kathy  Martin  '84)  on  November 

8, 1996  in  Jackson. 

Wade  Embrv,  Jr.  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade  E. 

Ward  (Deedra  Russell  '94)  on  August  21, 

1996  in  Jackson. 

Riley  Elizabeth  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kevin 

Juenger  '89  (Melissa  Norquist)  on 

February  11,  1997  in  Springfield,  MO. 

Taylor  Brett  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Barr 

(Karen  George  '95)  on  January  3,  1997  in 

Greenville. 

Jacob  Austin  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alan 

Ridenoure  '95  (Tara  Dreher)  on  February 

25, 1997  in  Warner  Robins,  GA. 

Sara  Butler  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kim 

Makamson  '91  (Mary  Elizabeth  Robertson 

'92)  on  November  5,  1996  in  Grenada. 

Ferris  Love  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

Capocaccia,  Jr  '91  (Lucy  Speakes)  on 

December  10,  1996  in  Cleveland. 

Carlev  Elizabeth  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

Saxon  '92  (Candy  Hill  '93)  on  November 

28, 1996  in  Grenada. 

James  Waverly,  III  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 

King  (Elisabeth  Ware  '91)  on  December  6, 

1996  in  Ackerman. 

Shelbv  Grace  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Holcomb  '92  (Kyla  Middleton  '92)  on 
February  1, 1997. 

Emilv  Elaine  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Wies 
'88  (Selena  Aycock  '89)  on  February  14, 

1997  in  Greenville. 

Adoption  of  Kendalvn  Jean  Lan  to  Ms. 

Alicia  Aldridge  '85  on  November  6, 1995 

in  Nanning,  China. 

Margaret  Josephine  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chris 

Kelley  '90  (Jody  Brown  '91)  on  January  29, 

1997' 

Matthew  Lee  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodney 

Murphy  '89  (Lee  Dogan  '90)  on 

September  26, 1996. 


Weber  Allen  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve 

Herbison  '90  (Katie  Watts  '91)  on  January 

15,  1997  in  Clarksdale. 

Margaret  Ann  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn 

McCrory  '91  (Michelle  Lively  '94)  on 

October  13,  1996  in  Jackson. 

John  Bernard  "Ben",  III  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.B.  "Skipper"  Dodd  Jr.  '90  (Amy  Barnes 

'90)  on  February  19, 1997  in  Cleveland. 

Taylor  Ann  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Bailey  III 

(Michelle  Otts  '92)  on  January  17, 1997  in 

Clarksdale. 

Cassidy  Leigh  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 

Lyle  Skelton  '84  (Paula  Tarsi  '85)  on 

February  3,  1997  in  Clarksdale. 

Kathryn  Elizabeth  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greg 

Stover  (Allie  Pate  '90)  on  February  15, 

1997. 

Shelby  Lynn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randy 

Morgan  (Connie  Baldwin  '91)  on  March  5, 

1997  in  Clarksdale. 

Coby  Allen  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthew 

Brock  (Margaret  Edlund  '94)  on 

November  10,  1996  in  Cleveland. 

Bailey  Elizabeth  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bill 

McArthur  '91  (Christine)  on  December  12, 

1996  in  Tuscaloosa,  AL. 

Cooper  Brandon  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael 

Anthony  (Pam  Cooper  '87)  on  January  23, 

1997. 

Taylor  Elise  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby 

Coleman  '83  (Sandra  Coltharp  '  87)  in 

Starkville. 

Christian  Tanner  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lance 

Johnson  '91  (Scottie  Williamson)  on 

December  19,  1996  in  Greenville. 

Lauren  Ashley  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tim 

Collins  '88  (Johnna  Drago  '85)  on 

September  15,  1996  in  Cleveland. 

Matthew  Donnelly  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mike 

Smith  (Laura  Donnelly  '88)  on  August  18, 

1996. 

Adoption  of  Mary  Cathryn  to  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Steve  White  (Pam  Mitchell  '96)  on 

September  5,  1996. 

Caitlin  Elizabeth  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brian 

McCarthy  (Grace  Greever  "92)  on  June  13, 

1996  in  Memphis,  TN. 

Claire  Marie  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill 
Mcllwain  (Susan  Strong  '89)  on  April  1, 

1997  in  Jackson. 

James  Patrick  Morris-Atkins  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Atkins  (Pam  Morris  ~92)  on 
April  9,  1997  in  Jacksonville,  FL. 
Zachary  Reese  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Lara  "92  (Teresa  Ferguson  '91)  on 
February  24,  1997  in  Jackson. 

Wedding  Bells 

Melanie  Dawn  Commander,'91,  to  Allen 

Dodd  Saffold,III  on  February  1, 1997  in 

Shaw. 

Marshell  Willard,'96,  to  Sylvanus  Maurice 

Burgess,'96,  on  December  28,  1996,  in 

Greenwood. 

Melissa  Lynn  West,'94,  to  Lloyd  Dee 
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Reeves,  on  December  28,  1996,  in 

Vicksburg. 

Paula  Dexanne  Rainey,'95,  to  Jack  Reed 

Tidwell,  Jr,  on  January  25,  1997,  in 

Cleveland. 

Stacy  Yvette  Smith,  to  Brad  Anthony 

Longino,'93,  on  January  18,  1997,  in 

Brookhaven. 

Lisa  Michelle  Noblin,'94,  to  Scott  Steve 

Fuquay,  on  February  22,  1997,  in 

Cleveland. 

Tammy  Ferguson,'97,  to  Robbie  Spratlin, 

on  December  28,  1996,  in  Bruce. 

Carol  Shannon  Tisdell,'92,  to  Christopher 

Davis  Fleming/93,  on  March  15, 1997,  in 

Grenada. 

Margaret  Edlund,'94,  to  Matthew  Brock, 

on  June  8,  1996,  in  Cleveland. 

Jacqueline  Cole,'84,  to  Richard  Allen 

Wells,  on  March  1,  1997,  in  Clarksdale. 

Alice  Stockett,'86,  to  Rod  Clement,  on 

July  17,  1996  in  Jackson. 

Carmelle  Mellessa  Williams,  to  Cederick 

Ellis'90,  February  19,  1997  in  Clarksdale. 

Jan  Denette  Watson,'93,  to  Charles 

Anthony  "Chuck"  Martin,  on  December 

31,  1996  in  Greenville. 

Lela  Anne  Sayle,'96,  to  James  Thomas 

Stennett,'95,  on  March  8, 1997,  in 

Charleston. 

Betty  Spann,  to  Preston  Wilson  on  March 

8, 1997,  in  Jackson. 

Sandee  Rene  Wall,'88,  to  Leonard  Eugene 

Jones,  Jr,  on  November  2,  1996,  in 

Cleveland. 

Michelle  Lynn  Russell,  to  James  Walter 

Hopson,'95,  on  June  14,  1997,  in  St 

Simon's  Island,  Ga. 

Erin  Anne  Hammett,'96,  to  John  Martin 

Smithhart,  on  March  29,  1997,  in 

Greenville. 

Rebecca  Ann  Whitehead, '92,  to  James 

Stanley  Webb,  on  February  8, 1997,  in 

Jackson. 

Sherilyn  Hall  Smith/95,  to  Robert  Calvin 

Goode,  on  March  15,  1997  in  Greenwood. 

Amanda  Katherine  Marascalco,'96,  to 

Marvin  Allen  Freeman/95,  on  March 

8,1997  in  Grenada. 

Tammy  Carol  Skeen/93,  to  Richard  Kelley 

Clunan,  Jr,  on  March  8, 1997,  in  Black 

Hawk. 

Staci  Michelle  Broadway/94,  to  Michael 

A.  Steen,  on  March  8,  1997,  in 

Independence. 

Shanna  Kay  Wilder/94,  to  William  R. 

Roberson,  Jr,  on  March  22,  1997,  in 

Hernando. 

Susan  Lynne  Wigginton, ,  to  Joby  Davis 

Collins/87,  on  June  14,  1997,  in  Jackson. 

Cavalyn  Amice  Ainsworth,'97,  to  Barry 

Bruce  Bridgers,'91,  on  March  8,  1997,  in 

Yazoo  City. 

Wende  Baker/85,  to  William  Holland 

Rachels  on  September  7,  1996  in 

Memphis. 

Mitzi  Havens/87,  to  Timothy  S.  Bland  on 


October  26,  1996  in  Batesville. 

Sarah  Kalich,  to  Kevin  Wheeler, '96,  on 

June  7, 1996,  in  Poplar  Bluff,  MO 

Heather  Elizabeth  Praytor,'96,  to  James 

Austin  Williamson  on  April  19,  1997  in 

Pearl. 

Anne  B  Hibbler,'83,  to  Walter  Pierson  on 

March  1, 1997  in  Indianola. 

Shelly  L  Trieb,  to  Thomas  Robert  Rush, 

Jr./93,  on  May  31, 1997  in  Tilden,  IL. 

Demetria  Rene  Taylor, '96,  to  Kevin  Scott 

Raper  on  May  17,  1997  in  Grenada. 

Amanda  Feild  Link,  '97,  to  John  Murray 

Greenlee  on  April  19,  1997  in  Yazoo  City. 

Tammy  Lynne  Fos,  '93  to  David  Charles 

Rubenstein,  "93  on  May  24,  1997  in 

Cleveland. 

Marian  Johnson  Williams,  '80,  to  Randall 

Gurlen,  '87,  on  March  12, 1997  in  Helena, 

AR 

Kimberly  Marie  Judith  Eakin,  to  Allen 

Clayton  Wegener,  '87,  on  May  3,  1997  in 

Houston,  TX. 

Brandi  Harber,  to  Lee  Hollifield,  '96,  on 

February  16, 1997  in  Decatur,  MS 

Lisa  Renee  Bass,  '95,  to  James  David 

Christian,  on  April  5,  1997  in  Fulton. 

Maxine  Claire  Bryan  '94,  to  Timothy 

Durham,  Jr.,  on  May  17,  1997  in 

Greenwood. 

Christy  Lynn  Brower,  "97,  to  Gregory  Linn 

Mitchell,  '95,  on  February  4,  1997  in 

Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 


In  Memorium 

Joyce  McCay  Disharoon,74,  class  of  '44,  retired 
bookeeper  from  Port  Gibson,  died  January  23,  in 
Jackson. 

Hazel  Childs  Ferguson,83,  retired  licensed  practi- 
cal nurse,  died  of  heart  failure  at  the  Grenada  Lake 
Medical  Center  in  November. 
Lillie  Mae  Blain,95,  registered  nurse  and  retired 
anesthetist  in  Greenville,  died  of  heart  failure  in 
November. 

Kenneth  Brewer  Boswell,33,  class  of  '88,  died  of 
heart  failure  on  January  6, 1997,  in  Cleveland. 
Bobby  Killebrew,54,  accountant  in  Greenville,  died 
of  heart  failure  on  January  20, 1997. 
Henry  Turner  'Peter  Rabbit'  McGarrh,64,  class  of 
'52,  died  in  January  of  cancer  at  his  home  in 
Merigold. 

Doris  Ann  Everitt,  62,  class  of  '56,  retired  owner- 
operator  in  Greenville,  died  in  December  of  lung 
cancer. 

Carolyn  McLean  Warren, 74,  homemaker  in 
Greenwood,  died  in  December  of  cancer  in 
Kingsport,  Term. 

John  Edward  Hays,28,  manager  in  Greenville,  died 
in  December  from  injuries  received  in  a  plane 
crash. 

Louise  E.  McCullar  Steele, 82,  class  of  '35,  retired 
teacher  in  Lambert,  died  of  cancer  in  December. 
Beryl  Brewerton  Kearney, 78,  of  Greenwood,  died 
in  Jackson  in  December  of  1996. 
George  (G.J.)  Bellipanni,62,  class  of  '56,  of 
Indianola,  died  on  January  28,  1997,  in  a  car  acci- 
dent. 

Lydia  Mai  Duke  McEachern,90,  class  of  '49,  retired 
educator  in  North  Carrollton,  died  of  heart  failure 
in  Marietta,  Ga.,  on  February  15, 1997. 
Irene  Clemons  Harris,76,  retired  secretary  in 
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Marks,  died  of  Parkinson  disease  on  January  30, 
1997. 

Ina  Mai  Bagley,78,  retired  bookkeeper  in  Memphis, 
died  from  a  heart  attack  on  February  18,  1997. 
Kathryn  Kelley  Williams, 87,  class  of  '65,  retired 
elementary  teacher  in  Greenwood,  died  of  heart 
failure  on  March  18, 1997. 

James  Crocker,83,  class  of  '69,  a  retiree  from  the 
Ms.  Dept.  of  Transportation  from  Cleveland,  died 
on  March  16, 1997. 

Elaine  Williams  Stuby,64,  class  of  '53,  a  farm 
owner  from  Delta  City,  died  in  March  of  heart  fail- 
ure in  Rolling  Fork. 

Ann  Griffin  Cooper,  class  of  '30,  a  former  principal 
of  Grove  Street  Elementary  School  in  Vicksburg, 
died  on  February  9,  1997. 

Geraldine  Sneed  Fisher,87,  class  of  '30,  a  home- 
maker  in  Starkville,  died  of  cardiac  arrest  March  19, 
1997. 

Grace  Dyck  Ferguson,  class  of  '39,  died  on 
February  2,  1997,  in  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 
Maxine  Boggan  Holcombe,87,  class  of  ~32,  an  artist 
and  former  art  teacher  in  Greenville  and  at  DSU, 
died  on  March  18,  1997,  of  heart  failure  in 
Cleveland. 

Marie  Ethel  Jones,77,  died  on  March  17, 1997,  at 
her  home  in  Rosedale. 

Mary  Frances  Jones,71,  class  of  '65,  of  Bay  Springs, 
a  retired  office  employee  for  University  of  MS. 
Medical  Center,  died  of  heart  failure  in  March. 
Grady  E.  Bowman,  class  of  '67,  of  Ruleville  died 
March  27,  1997  in  Birmingam. 
Charles  H.  Murphy,59,  class  of  '61,  coach  in 
Winnsboro,  La.,  died  of  heart  failure  in  March  in 
Jackson. 

John  Clyde  Mullins,70,  class  of  '52,  a  retired 
teacher  from  Clarksdale,  died  at  his  residence  of 
heart  failure  on  March  30, 1997. 
Gina  Robbins  Henderson,45,  class  of  '77,  a  school 
teacher  from  New  Albany,  died  of  cancer  in 
Memphis  on  March  25, 1997. 
Robert  Allen  Fisher,48,  sales  engineer  from 
Greenville,  died  on  March  26,  1997,  of  respiratory 
failure  in  Atlanta. 

Ruth  Oridge  Jordan,  74,  class  of  v44m  a  retired 
school  teacher  from  Covington,  died  in  April  of 
heart  failure. 

Fannie  Swearingen,  class  of  '29,  of  McComb  died 
on  April  18,  1997. 

Alva  Ellen  Daughdrill  Terry,  94,  class  of '29,  died 
of  heart  failure  on  April  17, 1997  in  Tunica. 
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Miss  DSU,  Rachel  Rawlinson  of 
Clarksdale,  is  pictured  with  Mr. 
Statesman,  Melissa  Stone,  also  of 
Clarksdale. 
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Delta  State  is  more 
than  just  a  university. 
To  our  alumni,  we 
represent  the  seeds  of 
successful  careers,  a 
host  of  fond 
memories,  and  a  place 
where  life-long 
friendships  began. 

To  future  generations 
Delta  State  will  be 
these  things  and  more. 
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Association. 
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Or  call: 
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800-894-0777 
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>etween  them,  Paul  Lindsey  and  Cary 
Sandifer  cover  over  40,000  miles  per  year. 
Thev  drive  the  two  Delta  State  buses  known 
around  campus  as  "Big  Green." 

The  precious  cargo  thev  transport  include 
students,  tans,  alumni,  facultv,  staff  and 
manv  \isitors  who  tour  the  DSU  campus. 

"You  have  to  be  more  than  a  good  driver 
in  this  job,"  says  Sandifer.  "It  helps  to  be  a 
psychologist,  navigator,  diplomat, 
information  specialist,  mechanic,  and 
sometimes  even  a  dad." 

Paul,  a  1970,  DSU  graduate,  was 
hired  by  his  alma  mater  in  1972  as 
propertv  officer.  He  helped  select  and 
purchase  the  DSU  bus  in  1981  and  vol- 
unteered to  drive  for  athletic  director, 
Coach  Horace  McCool.  "They  never  let 
me  quit,"  savs  Paul.  "In  fact,  since  I 
was  alreadv  there  anvwav,  Coach 
McCool  taught  me  to  film  the  football 
games  and  I  still  do  that." 

When  asked  about  memorable  trips, 
Can-  said  the  hardest  thing  he  ever 
had  to  do  was  take  athletes  to  funerals 
for  their  teammates  who  were 
killed  in  car  accidents.  "To  watch  1  Clllt 

those  kids  grieve  would  break  vour 
heart,  "  he  states. 

Paul  piped  in  with  "Trips  to  athletic  finals 
in  places  like  Fargo,  Texas,  Colorado,  and 
Montgomery  stand  out  in  my  mind.  We  get 
to  know  the  kids,  their  parents,  fans  and 
coaches  verv  well." 

If  experience  is  a  prerequisite,  Cary 
Sandifer  fills  the  bill.  For  24  vears  he  drove 


for  McLean  Trucking  in  Memphis  while  liv- 
ing in  Boyle.  He  amassed  over  two  million 
miles.  Car}'  says,"After  ten  years  of  driving 
the  bus  for  Delta  State,  my  wife  laughs  and 
says  we  can't  go  anywhere  that  someone 
doesn't  recognize  me.  Often  in  a  mall  or  at 
some  event,  I  will  hear  someone  call  me 
'High  Pockets! '—a  nickname  I  got  because 
I'm  tall,  I  guess.  Once  in  New  Mexico  we 
stopped  to  get  fuel  and  a  Delta  State  gradu- 


Lindsey,  Cary  Sandifer  &  Big  Green 


ate  recognized  me." 

While  passengers  are  at  a  game,  enjoving 
a  plav,  performing  a  concert,  or  sleeping, 
the  driver's  job  is  not  done.  They  have  to 
clean  the  bus,  get  fuel,  warm  or  cool  the 
vehicle. 

Both  Paul  and  Can'  relate  stories  of  fixing 
water  hoses  and  belts;  not  air  conditioning 


in  the  bus  in  the  summer,  and  other 
mechanical  problems.  "Once  I  broke  down 
in  Oklahoma  City  at  4:00  on  a  Sundav 
morning,"  says  Car}7.  "I  caught  a  ride  with  a 
truck  driver,  chartered  another  bus  and  had 
us  on  the  road  again  in  two  hours.  It's 
tough  being  responsible  for  a  load  of  fans, 
parents  and  plavers  and  finding  another 
bus  at  4:00  on  Sundav  morning." 
When  asked  for  highlights,  Car}7  men- 
tioned the  Renaissance  music  ensem- 
ble, winning  national  championships 
and  once  helping  Coach  Knight  take  a 
group  of  football  plavers  to  speak  to 
an  abused  children's  home  for  boys 
and  how  touched  those  plavers  were. 

Paul  concluded,  "Whether  it's  the 
jazz  band,  Delta  Chorale  singers,  ath- 
letes, adults  or  guest,  you  learn  a  lot 
about  people.  It's  hard  work,  I  eat  too 
much  on  the  road,  and  I  miss  being 
awav  from  home.  But  I  wouldn't  take 
anvthing  for  the  experiences  I've 
had." 

"We  probably  have  some  of  the  best 
behaved  voung  people  anvwhere," 
says  Can'.  "We  have  had  people  in 
restaurants  and  motels  all  over  the 
counrn'  compliment  our  kids.  I 
attribute  that  to  good  parents,  good  coaches 
and  the  Delta  State  administration." 

Although  the  drivers  have  been  given 
watches,  tips,  monogrammed  bags  and 
other  gifts,  they  sav  their  main  rewards  are 
a  hug,  a  handshake,  a  smile,  and  knowing 
their  passengers  get  a  college  degree. 


May  28 

Summer  I  Classes  Begin 

June  25-28 

NCA  Cheerleader  Camp,  Coliseum 

June  2-6 

Men's  Basketball  Camp,  Coliseum 

June  29-Julv  1 

Baseball  Camp,  Ferriss  Field 

June  8-12 

Women's  Basketball  Camp,  Coliseum 

Julyl 

Summer  II  Clases  Begin 

June  9-12 

Baseball  Dav  Camp,  Ferriss  Field 

July  7-8 

DSU  Freshman  Orientation  III,  Ewing 

June  10 

DSU  Transfer  Orientation,  Ewing 

Julv  9-11 

Baseball  Camp,  Ferriss  Field 

June  15-19 

Baseball  Camp,  Ferriss  Field 

July  11 

DSU  Parent  Orientation,  Ewing 

June  16-17 

DSU  Freshman  Orientation  I,  Ewing 

July  13-16 

UCA  Cheerleader  Camp,  Quadrangle 

June  20-22 

Men's  Team  Basketball  Camp,  Coliseum 

July  13-17 

Men's  Individual  Basketball  Camp, 

June  22-24 

Girl's  Basketball  Camp,  Coliseum 

July  18-20 

Men's  Team  Basketball  Camp,  Coliseum 

\               June  23-24 

DSU  Freshman  Orientation  II,  Ewing 

August  11-15 
August  19-22 

Sorority  Rush 
Fraternity  Rush 
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